
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
SpecialMeeting

City CouncilChambers,2~Session
Wednesday,January9, 2013

10a~m.

r —~

Aloha ChairMartin,andRespectedCouncil Members, ~ ~. ~

I amwriting in oppositionof includinglabelingin theHawaiiStateAssociationof Countieslegislativepack~e.I ar~
Molokai residentandhaveworkedin theagriculturalsectoronthisislandfor twentyyears.This last minuteeffortto include
labelingis theworkof asmallgroupof peopleattemptingtoforcetheir ideologicalbeliefson the restof Hawaiiandhasno
basisin scientific fact.

TheFDA hasdeterminedthatgeneticallymodifiedfoodsdo not differ from non~geneticallymodifiedfood andthereforedo
nothaveto belabeled. Requiring labelingfor ingredientsthatdon’t poseahealthissuewould underminebothour labeling
laws andconsumerconfidence.Theenforcementof suchalaw would put a hugeburdenon ouralreadyoverworked
regulatoryagenciesandmostdefinitely becostprohibitive.

Consumerswhohavemadeadecisionnot toconsumefood containinggeneticallymodified ingredientscaneasilyavoidsuch
products.All theyhaveto do is purchaseproductscertifiedasorganicunder the NationalOrganicProgramorhavebeen
voluntarily labeledas non~GMO,Theseproductsarereadilyavailablein themarketplacetodayin all grocerystoresincluding
thetwogrocerystoreson Molokal,

Pleaserejecttheaddition of labeling in theHawaiiStateAssociationof Countieslegislativepackage,

Mahaloforyour consideration,

1 -~

JoanF. Lasua
Hawaii FinanceSpecialist
MonsantoMolokal
1351 MaunaloaHighway
Kaunakakal,HI 96748
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